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Theatrical Obser ber: 
Daily Bills as the Play. 


OLE FP? 
** Nothing extenuate nor set down aught in malice.’ 
FA FH A FF # 
No. 594 Saturday, Oct. 18, 1823 Price 1d. 


Sa a . - 
Drurp ‘Bane Theatre. 


Tue Tragedy of Hamlet was performed here last night. when 
Ir. Macseapy undertook the diffenit part of the Prince of Den- 
mari, Tt was with some surprise that we saw him anuoyneed for 
this character: for whilst Mr. Youne and Mr. Sean have left thei: 
impression on the public mind of their travscendent excellence jn it, 
there was much to’be risked in the attempt by Mr. Macreapy, whose 
peculiar powers we could not suppose well calealated for’ this repre- 
sentation, We are compelled by a regard for sacred truth—as well 
as for the fair reputation of the gett) man in question, te express 
our decided opinion that his performance of //emle? is little gratify- 
ing to the theatrical critic, and consequently a character which he 
should avoid again appearing in. It is, wf course, unpleasant to 
record a species of failure af one 90 justly and highly esteemed 
Mr. Macreapy is for his talents, but it is net to be concealed thai 
he injures his well-earned fame when he attempts this characte 
whilst such rivals in it as Keaw and Younes exist. Mr. Macreapy’ 
elocution is not congenial with long reflective speeches, in which this 
tragedy of Hamiet ‘abounds : vor is his custo mets auction suitable 
to the repose of manner which it requires. Wherever a deeply im 
passioned speech, or a bold action is: req: ial then Mir. Mac- 
READY Shines, As a proof of this, we may mention, that he quite 
failed in producing any effect in the greaier part of the soeliloquies, 
whilst in the firct scene with the ghost, thai of the play, and in the 
closet-seene when the ghost agaiu appears.and in the encounter with 
Laertes at the funeral. ‘of Ophelia, he was energetic and eminenfly 
effective. His tremulous voice is always -uie of adding to the effect 
in the expression of high-wronght feeliue. dul it ruins the parts 
where a rich and even iove is requisite. There is a habit whieh Mia 
Macrrapy should, if possible, break himself of; we mean that 
hysterie breathing which he so often intreduees—it often destroys 
the whole beauty of a speech, a ul gives an uneasy sensation te the 
auditor, Inthe character of Virginiue, Mir. Macreapy succeeds 
beyond every other, and chiefly, becnuse it presents ene coatinued 
series of agonised feeling, to the expression ef which My. Macready’ 
tones are excellently suited. But these tones toe fvequently mar 
his Hamlet, which we ere conviae: d he should not again aftem 
He received i In some instuupes Ut Ser' Ve | ppla Woe 











THEATRICAL OBSERVER. 

Mr. Terry played Polonius in his usual angular style—it was, 
however, not entirely ineffective. Mr. Wautack, as the Ghos?, was 
excellent—only requiring a little more of the depth of tone by 
which Mr. Cooper was distinguished in this part. Mrs. Grover re- 
presented the Queen extremely well. Miss Povey, as Ophelia, was 
quite out of her proper sphere. The subordinate characters were, 
in general, well sustained. 

The Ballet of Cupid and Folly followed, and was succeeded by 
Miss Ciara Fisner in The Actress of All Work, which gave an 
opportunity for shewing her surprising talents for so young ‘a crea- 
ture. We should, however, wish to see her in some regular drama, 
wherein a child’s character was introduced. 








Covent Garden Theatre. 


Venice Preserved was acted in fine style, last night, toa nume- 
rous and genteel audience. Mr. Youne represented Pierre, Mr. C. 
Kenai, Jafier, and Miss Lacy, Belridera, and they all exerted 
themselves most successfully. Mr. Younc has not throughout this 
play full latitude for his talents, but in the scene with the conspi- 
rators, in that in the senate-chamber, and where he utters his con- 
tempt of Jafier, there were opportunities for his powers being dis- 
played which he eminently availed himself of. Mr. C. Kemsre 
acted Jaffer in the most able manner: it was, truly, an admirable 
performance, and with the highly interesting Belvidera of Miss 
Lacy, rendered the chief scenes of their woes highly impressive.— 
The performers were often loudly applauded, and at the close, the 
manner in which this Tragedy was acted was marked by enthusiastic 


cheers. 





A paragraph is runuing the round of the London papers, stating 
that Mr. Kean played the Blindman in Pizarro, and sang a comic 
ong at Ayr, in 1806. From the surprise the circumstance seems to 
have occasioned, it will probably make the Cockneys stare to be in- 
formed that the grave ‘'ragedian has not only sung comic songs, 
danced horupipes, and performed in farces, but has been the Harle- 
quin of many a pantomime on the Exeter stage, and excellently well 
he acquitted himself in all—Plymouth Paper. 





(> Ir is respectfully suggested to our Friends to be careful, in going to the 
Theatre, not to be imposed on by having another Paper (an imitation of this) 
thrust into their hands as “* Tue Tueatrica, OBSERVER.” 

GenTLEMEN going abroad, &c. may have complete sets by applying to C. 


ee, Harris, 25, Bow Street; Cuapret & Son, Royal Exchange ; or at the Print- 
* ing Office, Denmark-court, Exeter-’change, where Letters are to be addressed. 





~~. Thomas, Printer, 6, Denmark Court, Exeter Change, Strand, 
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Theatre Royal, Covent Garden, 





This Evening, the Comedy of The 


School of Reform. 


Lord Avondale, Mr EGERTON, Mr Ferment, Mr ABBOTT, 
In consequence of the Indisposition of Wr Jones 
General Tarragan, Mr BLANCHARD, Frederick, Mr COOPEH, 
Robert Tyke, Mr RAYNER, Farmer Tyke, Mr CHAPMAN, 
Timothy, Mr PARSLOE, Thomas, Mr HEATH, 
Peter, Mr EVANS, Bailiff, Mr ATKINS, Jailer, Mr HENRY, 


Mrs St. Clair, Mrs FAUCIT, Julia, Miss HENRY, 
Mrs Ferment, Mrs GIBBS, Mrs Nicely, Mrs DAVENPORT, 
Shelah, Mrs PEARCE. 


To conclude with, a New Historical Romance, [with music} called, 


The 6B f Libert 
>» . F e 
The Beacon of Liberty. 
Gessler, (Imperial Governor of Uri) Mr EGERTON 
Baron of Attinghausen, Mr YATES, Ulric, of Udens, Mr DURUSET, 
Werner, of Stauffcher, Mr CHAPMAN, Wilhelm, Miss Bonen, 
Apnold, de Meichthal, Mr ABBOTT, William Tell, Mr BENNETT 
Walter, Master LONGHURST, | Overseer, Mr TINNEY, 
Ruodi, (a Fisherman) Mr J. ISAACS, Froishardt, Mr COMER, 
Leuthold, Mr J. COOPER, Rodolph du Harras, Mr HORREBOW 
Labourers, Messrs. C..and 8. Tett, Rodi, Mr ATKINS, 
Austrian Officer, Mr PARSLOE, 
Bertha, of Bruneck, Miss LOVE, Old Cottager, Mrs PEARCE 
‘ Therese, Wife of Tell, Miss FOOTE. 
In the Piece the following new Scenery will be exhibited. 


The Public Square at Altdorf...... W. Grieve. 
Hall in the Castle of Attinghausen..T. Grieve. 
Picturesque View of the Four Cantons of Switzerland....Grieve. 


Wild & Rockey Pass..Grieve. Tell’sCottage. .Pugh 
The Vale of Altdorf—W. Grieve. 

The Shore of the Lake of the Forest of Cantons. .Grieve 
Inside of SwissCottage—Pugh. 

Distant View of the Governor's Castle and Tell’s Cottage.—Grieve 

On Monday, Hamlet, Hamlet, Mr Young, & The Vivion of the Sun. 











Theafte Ropal, Brtiiy Zane. 


This Evening, She wodlan’é s Comedy of The 


School for Scandal. 


ir Peter ‘Teazle, Mr MUNDEN, 





Sis ‘Oliver Surface, Mr DOW TON. ae 
Sir Benjamin Backbite, Cl st.time) Mr BROWNE, 
Joseph Surface, Mr WALLACK. - 
Moses, Mr KNIGHT, Crabtree, Mr TERRY, 
Charles Surface, Mr ELLISTON, ~~’ 
trip, Mr PENLEY, Rowley, Mr POWELL, 


Careless, Mr MERCER, Snake, Mr THOMPSON, 


Sir Toby, Mr Howell, William, Mr Coveney, 


ir Harry, {with a song] Mr Gibbon, John, Mr Povey, 


Lady Sneerwell, Mrs HARLOWE. 
Lady Teazle, [tst time] Miss L. KELLY, 
Mrs Candoyr, Mrs GLOVER, 
Maria, Miss SMITHSON, Betty, Mise PHILLAPS, 
After which, (18th time) a new Aliegorical Ballet entitled, 


Cupid and Folly. 


Cupid, Miss ZERBENL, | Daphais,. Mr OSCAR ays 
Amyntas, Mr NOBLE, +’ 
Sylvia; Mrs.0.. BY RNE, Cloris, Miss COLSON, Folly, Mrs NOBLE, 


lo conelude with, (by Permission of the Propfietors of the Hay< 
Market Theatre) O’Keefe’s Masical Enféttainment,’ called 


PEEPING TOM. 


-- “Karl of Mercia, Me THOMPSON, 
Harold, Mr YOUNGE, Count Louis, Mr MERCER. 
Mayor of Coventry, Mr GATTIE, 


Crazy, bg KNIG HT, Peeping.Tom, Mr HARLEY, 


vith the Song of “ The Little Farthing Rushlight”’ 


Lady Godtva, Mrs WILLMOTT, ‘? 
Maud, Miss CUBITT, Emma, Miss POVEY,. 
with the Seng of ““ Home Sweet Home” , 


Mayoress of Coventry, Mrs HARLOWE, | 


On Monday. Virginius, Virginius, Mv Macready, with Cupid & Foily 
and The Ado »ypied Child, Michael, Mr Wallack. 
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